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Some Quotations from St. John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Fides et Ratio
1. “Surveying the situation today, we see that the problems of other times have
returned, but in a new key. It is no longer a matter of questions of interest only to
certain individuals and groups, but convictions so widespread that they have
become to some extent the common mind. An example of this is the deep-seated
distrust of reason which has surfaced in the most recent developments of much of
philosophical research, to the point where there is talk at times of ‘the end of
metaphysics. Philosophy is expected to rest content with more modest tasks such
as the simple interpretation of facts or an enquiry into restricted fields of human
knowing or its structures.” #55
2. “Here I do not mean to speak of metaphysics in the sense of a specific school or
a particular historical current of thought. I want only to state that reality and truth
do transcend the factual and the empirical, and to vindicate the human being's
capacity to know this transcendent and metaphysical dimension in a way that is
true and certain, albeit imperfect and analogical. In this sense, metaphysics should
not be seen as an alternative to anthropology, since it is metaphysics which makes
it possible to ground the concept of personal dignity in virtue of their spiritual
nature. …
Wherever men and women discover a call to the absolute and transcendent, the
metaphysical dimension of reality opens up before them: in truth, in beauty, in
moral values, in other persons, in being itself, in God. We face a great challenge at
the end of this millennium to move from phenomenon to foundation, a step as
necessary as it is urgent. We cannot stop short at experience alone; even if
experience does reveal the human being's interiority and spirituality, speculative
thinking must penetrate to the spiritual core and the ground from which it rises.”
#83
3. “Sundered from that truth, individuals are at the mercy of caprice, and their state
as person ends up being judged by pragmatic criteria based essentially upon
experimental data, in the mistaken belief that technology must dominate all. It has
happened therefore that reason, wilted under the weight of so much knowledge and

little by little has lost the capacity to lift its gaze to the heights, not daring to rise to
the truth of being. Abandoning the investigation of being, modern philosophical
research has concentrated instead on human knowing.” #5
4. “…preferring quick success to the toil of the patient enquiry into what makes
life worth living.” #6
5. “Although times change and knowledge increases, it is possible to discern a
core of philosophical insight within the history of thought as a whole. Consider, for
example, the principles of non-contradiction, finality, and causality, as well as the
concept of the person as a free and intelligent subject, with the capacity to know
God, truth and goodness. Consider as well certain fundamental moral norms which
are shared by all. These are among the indications that, beyond different schools of
thought there exists a body of knowledge which may be judged a kind of spiritual
heritage of humanity. It is as if we had come upon an implicit philosophy, as a
result of which all feel they possess these principles, albeit in a general and
unreflective way.” #4

A quotation from St. Thomas Aquinas, prologue to his Exposition of the
Book of Causes:
“But when this knowledge [of first causes] is perfected in us, after this
life, man become perfectly happy, according to the Gospel (Jn 17:3):
‘This is life eternal that they might know thee the one true God.’”

